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AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP DAY 
Statement 

HON KLARA ANDRIC (South Metropolitan) [5.46 pm]: I rise tonight to bring to the attention of the house 
that Australian Citizenship Day is taking place tomorrow on 17 September 2021. This year, 17 September holds 
even greater significance as it marks the twentieth anniversary of Australian Citizenship Day. This day gives an 
opportunity for all Australians, whether citizens by birth or choice, to come together as a nation to honour what is 
great about Australia and being Australian. It is also an opportunity for all Australians to reflect on the meaning 
and importance of Australian citizenship and the responsibilities and privileges we have as citizens. It is a chance 
for us to take pride in our citizenship, celebrate our democratic values and think about what unites us as Australians. 
I would like to add that it is also important for those of us who come from far and wide and make this beautiful city 
our home, never to forget where we come from and how proud we should be of our heritage. 
As I mentioned in my inaugural speech, here in Australia, migrants and migrant communities have had a lasting 
impact and helped shape our country into the diverse place it is today. It was 33 years ago that I, too, became an 
Australian citizen at a ceremony very similar to the City of Cockburn citizenship ceremony I attended on Tuesday 
night, where we welcomed 94 new citizens from 33 countries. This was the final step in their journey to becoming 
an Australian, and I wish to congratulate them all once again. I would like to thank Mayor of Cockburn, Logan Howlett; 
deputy mayor, Lara Kirkwood; executive of governance and strategy, Don Green; Councillor Phoebe Corke; and all 
the City of Cockburn staff who organised the citizenship ceremony, and for the invitation. Our diverse backgrounds 
and voices are what enrich our multicultural communities and strengthen our society, and an Australian citizenship 
is an important step in one’s migration story.  
As the first Serbian-born person elected to the Parliament of Western Australia, and the first female born in Serbia 
to be elected to a Parliament in Australia, and—as another addition to multiculturalism—as someone who is of 
Hungarian descent, I share the lived experience of that journey to become an Australian citizen. Like many 
Western Australians and members of this house, I, too, am a proud migrant. 
It is important to know that more than one-third of Western Australia’s population was born overseas. In fact, now, 
more than ever, Parliament reflects the diversity of our community and the richness of its culture. We know that 
Parliament reflects this, because I have a list of members of this house who were born overseas. I point out that 
this is in no order of my preference for any member in this house. Hon Neil Thomson was born in New Zealand; 
Hon Dr Brian Walker was born in Malaysia; Hon Sophia Moermond was born in the Netherlands; Hon Martin 
Pritchard was born in the United Kingdom; Hon Ayor Makur Chuot was born in Ethiopia; Hon Dr Sally Talbot 
was born in the United Kingdom; Hon Jackie Jarvis was born in England; Hon Lorna Harper was born in Scotland; 
Hon Stephen Dawson was born in Ireland; Hon Shelley Payne was born in Canada; and Hon Pierre Yang was 
born in China. 
This is a fantastic reflection of our members of Parliament. It is something that I am certainly proud of. I look forward 
to welcoming many more new Australians in the future, and to celebrating Australian Citizenship Day tomorrow. 
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